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| suspect the surprise October snowstorm remind
many of us that winter is on its way and also got us thin
ahead to next summer when the leaves will be green, th

will be warm, and the loons will (hopefully) be back|o

Bl ai sdel | Lake. Personall
dock before anyone else is awake, drinking a cup of cg
and watching the sun <chas
don’ t mi nd that there is

hardly ever watch), that | have to lean way off the end of
docktogetonebar of cel | phone r
checking emails or voicemail. | like the fact that technolo

not interfering with our time at the lake. However, back |4

home, when camp is closed for the winter and our lives
busy with work, school, soccer, and gymnastics, | like to
advantage of a little bit of technology that lets any

anywhere take a virtual
| f you don’t already K
worth the effort to figurg

just ask someone under the age of 20 and they prob bﬁ?
already have it installed on their smart phone. Google Har

is a free computer program that lets you go anywhere in
world from the convenience and comfort of your comput
Simply download and install the programwatw.google.com
earth/index.html Once it’s i nstal
New Hampshire, hit the return key, and fly from outer sp3
right down to our lake. Zoom in and out, try to find you
camp among the trees, change your view orientation and

can stand on Hedgehog Hill, look over Blaisdell Lake, or \

(continued on Page 2)

BLPA Adopt-A-Highway
By Tim Beale

d The Blaisdell Lake Protective Association
"Wntinues to sponsor a 3-mile stretch of Route 114
or the NH Department of Transportation's Adopt-
A-Highwayprogrem; This sinetchof gogd; rung
fegom the blinking light in Bradford to Russell Pond
— gnd &hankg jtosour valufitgers,traadside|trask &
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thee nice to do a summer cleanup, this particular area
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I¥n$t the kind of jungle where one should be
#earching for garbage.

are

take The typical ‘take' is 10 bags of trash each

rreckup, and because of the many car parts that we
davearecoveres -and gaghediin fer gcrap fedal aveg
the past three years, we were able o pay for this
for‘mer‘ly bump r'oad to be aved! JusT klddl
2 {Javma {ng, bu:ra\nr? don TH? 18 ba s of Tr'as%\
ecial thanks go out to our dedlca¥e§ volum‘eer's
in Carrie, Sharon, Floyd, Julie, Betsy, Kelly, Stacey
Hnd Jerry. We're always happy to have others join
rus, and if you are interested please call me at 938-
2117.
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Ed.—Thanks to Tim, foo, for his dedication of time
yond effort to this project!
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8l PA has been actively involved in Adopt-a-Highway
since 1995.
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Membership Dues Reminder
If you wish to continue membership in the BLPA and have not yet paid your dues for 2011, please do
away by mailing your check in the amount of $70 to Peg DeMone, P. O Box 453, South Sutton, NH 03273.
2011 Annual Meeting of the Blaisdell Lake Protective Association, 2012 membership dues were once again

Dues notices will be sent out in the spring.
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Mt. Sunapee or Mt. Kearsarge on the horizon. Make
the “Street View” button
window and you should see small cameras appear on
of the roads. Double click on any camera and you

literally drive right down the road. | personally like the

drive down the hildl fro
Beach. You can see the Dog House is still standing an

lake is low (I assume from our 2008 lake lowering).

So when you are stuck in the house on yet and

er cold, snowy, gray day and in need of a getaway, thi
another log on the fire, open Google Earth, and type

your destination. In moments, technology will take
anyplace you can imagine; even a place where techn
does not interfere with your life. Enjoy your travels, vir

al or real, and I look forward to seeing you in the spring

P.S. For those of you who tried this and got ng
ing but frustrated, | apologize and promise to provide

much tech support as | possibly can.

Steve Domber
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The seasons change and fall brings new
Sights sepnds ang feglings do our lgke. \Wharegisa
fepenity that the summer residents and
vacationers do not experience. My neighbors are
now few and most dwellings are zipped up for the
winter. The maples, ash and birch have
@urrendered their summer attire. Only the oak
Raintains a brown and gold coat, a reminder of
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As always with the lake, each day displays
a different vesture. Stratus and nimbus have
displaced the mighty cumulus of August. From my
nvantage the sun draws ever nearer the Mink Hills,
afistancing itself from the Kearsarge's June arc.
Yet there remain occasional days of warm sun
with the smell of the fallen leaves. Early
mornings bring the smell of woodstoves warming.
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In early autumn there is the sound of

Dog House Weekend

As always, the Dog House attracted many

enthusiastic guests. Those of us who remember
the old Dog House were thrilled to savor the
experience once again, but many who never saw the
We

thank the many workers who helped to make the

original operation have become “regulars” .

weekend successful. This event provides not only a
fun community gathering but a substantial
contribution to the BLPA. Gail Olson reported
that, even with higher food costs, net receipts
totaled $3,900.00. The hours and expertise that
Gail and her family put into the weekend are
crucial, and we appreciate their willing sacrifice to
make it possible.

chainsaws, mowers and blowers. Less of that now
— replaced by jays and squirrels. From Blaisdell
emanate sounds of waves and waterfowl, including
the faithful loons. Occasionally seen is a solitary
fisherman or kayaker. To be relished are walks
on dirt roads in the warm afternoon sun, often
displaced by the nip of frosty breezes bringing
collars and hoods tighter.

Of course some things seem eternal on
Blaisdell's old scene: Charley's red dump truck at
6:45 a.m., Ann still rowing 'til ice blocks the way,
Carrie keeping Wright's beach safe, and at least
once a day Drudge driving by checking everything
out.
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Conservation and Watershed

Leon Malan of the Conservation Committee reports
that the water quality is good in general. Conductivity is
still a concern and phosphorus levels are also increasing and
should be monitored. The New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services now visits the lake every other
year, and they will visit next summer. While DES has cut
back their water quality testing, Colby-Sawyer students fill
the gap with beneficial water ecology work and even more
testing. Both DES and Colby-Sawyer are valuable resources
for us.

Though much of the health of lake is affected by
run-off throughout the watershed that is beyond our
control, there is much that we can do. Decisions we make on
our own properties impact water quality. Native plantings
and landscaping that will prevent erosion and run-off into
the lake, septic maintenance, responsibility in boating to
prevent the spread of invasive weeds, avoidance of non-
native species (i.e. burning bush) and care in tree removal
are some ways to do our part.

Leon noted that we are beginning to see an
increase in terrestrial invasive weeds, especially Japanese
Knotweed, along the shoreline. The Pleasant Lake Protective
Association posted an interesting article about knotweed
around Pleasant Lake. Go to http://www.plpa.net/images/
pdfs/Knotweed_PLPA_Article.pdf to view this article.

Much information is available on our website
(blpoa.org). Check out the links provided there and browse
articles in previous issues of the Blaisdell News. It is
important for all of us remain vigilant and to educate
ourselves in ways to protect the environment we love. The
BLPA is a "protective” association and this is our primary
focus.

Weed Watch

Don’t underesti mate t he
Wright' s B e -haurh blocks off kinee gigen b
volunteers help to keep Blaisdell Lake free of invasive w¢
Thanks to all who participated this summer. If you have
been involved, please consider serving in this effort. Sh
Kenrick wild/l be in need
Day to Labor Day. If you are able to help, please contact

at 9382665.

Wr i ght' s Beaclth

The beach is all tucked in for the wint
and the summer people have gone for anot
year. The Beach Committee wants to tha
everyone who helped with the beach and wg
watch. Everything went well with our disabl
veteran visitors, and we give special thanks t

of those who helped with that event.
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Until next year, we wish you all a happy

holiday season and a safe and happy winter.
| ook forward to seei

Janet Luca, Chairperson
Beach Committee
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New Board Members

At the annual meeting in July, 2011, H
Pratt, Stacey Herlitz and Vicki Willard we
elected to the Board of Directors. W
appreciate their willingness to serve in t
capacity. They replace Tim Beale, Joe Cqg
and Bruce Ellsworth, whose terms expired. \

thank them for their work on our behalf.
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Help Lakes Have a Healthy Winter
Manage Bubblers

See this link (courtesy of the Lake Suna
Protective Association):

http://www.lakesunapee.org/templates/details.html?x=1
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http://www.lakesunapee.org/templates/details.html?x=250

